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ACTIVITY

FORTRESS EUROPE
© 45MIN

OBJECTIVE

Shift our understanding of borders as ‘lines in the sand’ to an understanding of borders as diffuse

institutions present in our everyday lives.

STEP1

Watch the short video by Ruben Andersson ‘It is Time to Unfence Our View of Migration’ (3 min) and
answer the questions below:
https.//www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/
blog/2014/11/it-time-unfence
- According to the author, what is the main role of borders and fences?
- According to the author, borders do work, but rarely in the way intended. What does this
mean?

- What does it mean that we need to “unfence” our views of migration?

STEP 2

Write down some of the keywords you generally associate with the concept of "border".

STEP3

Think about your everyday life, and write down:
- How often and in what contexts do you need a valid form of identification.

- What would you be able to access without a valid form of identification?

STEP 4

Compare the list you made in Step 2 and the list made in Step 3.

Do you see new borders emerging?

In group, discuss what is the main problem associated with understandings of borders as walls
and fortresses (as in Step 1), and what forms of oppression and discrimination are made invisible

through this imaginary.



ACTIVITY

EVERYDAY BORDERING

O3H MINIMUM

OBJECTIVE

Shift our understanding of borders as ‘lines in the sand’ to an understanding of borders as diffuse

institutions present in our everyday lives.

STEP1

Watch the film Everyday Borders, dir. Orson Nava, (UK: University of East London, 2015), 55 minutes.
https://vimeo.com/126315982

STEP 2

As you watch, reflect on the following questions:
- What is everyday bordering?
- How do borders and bordering practices manifest in everyday life?
- Do you agree with the thesis that borders have moved from the margins of the national

society to its centre?

STEP3

Think about your own daily life: your routines, work, relationships, interactions with institutions,
etc. How do borders manifest in your daily experience (as a citizen, international student, refugee,

asylum seeker, migrant with or without leave to remain/residency status)?

STEP 4

Share your reflections with your class/study group. How are experiences shared in this discussion

similar to and different from each other? What systems of power are operative in these experiences?

STEPS

Collectively create a visual illustration linking experiences of everyday bordering with institutions
that promote or enforce these practices. Share your illustration with people in your broader

community/university to initiate an open discussion of everyday bordering.



ACTIVITY

THE LIST
© HIINIEDE]

OBJECTIVE

To think critically about the politics of the quantification of suffering and reflect on alternative

possibilities for making border violence visible.

STEP1

Find out about The List:
a database compiled by volunteers since 1993 by United for Intercultural Action, a European
network of 550 anti-racist organizations in forty-eight countries. The List documents deaths of
people who died while trying to reach Europe: 36,570 people at time of writing. See:
www.unitedagainstrefugeedeaths.eu
and
www.unitedagainstracism.org/campaigns/refugee-campaign/fortress-europe
Read the article by Alex Needham, "The List: The 34,361 Men, Women and Children Who Perished
Trying to Reach Europe", published in The Guardian, June 20, 2018:
https:.//www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jun/20/the-list-3436 1-men-women-and-children-who-

perished-trying-to-reach-europe-world-refugee-day

STEP 2

Read an interview with Istanbul-based artist Banu Cennetoglu, who over the past sixteen years
has sought to put the List "out there in the world" as a "physical object" in various media, while
insisting that "it is not art". See Stephan-Andreas Casdorff and Lorenz Maroldt, "The List of Banu
Cennetoglu: Artist Documents the Dying of 33,293 Refugees", Der Tagesspiegel, November 9, 2017
[in German]:
www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/die-liste-von-banu-cennetoglu-kuenstlerin-dokumentiert-das-sterben-von-
33-293-gefluechteten/20558658.html

and/or Charlotte Higgins, “Interview: Banu Cennetoglu: ‘As Long as | Have Resources, | Will Make
The List More Visible,” The Guardian, June 20, 2018:

www.theguardian.com/worla/2018/jun/20/banu-cennetoglu-interview-turkish-artist-the-list-europe-migrant-crisis



STEP3

Read Martina Tazzioli's short commentary, “The Politics of Counting and the Scene of Rescue:
Border Deaths in the Mediterranean” Radical Philosophy 192: 2015, 2-6:

https.//www.radicalphilosophyarchive.com/issue-files/rp192_commentary_tazziolli_politics_of counting.pdf

STEP 4

Write a brief exposition (1 page) of Tazzioli's central argument.
What are the politics of counting?
What are the pitfalls of quantifying deaths caused by borders when trying to critique and dismantle

borders?

STEP S

Design a creative intervention (a protest) based on The List that avoids the pitfalls of the "politics

of counting".
STEP 6

Present the plan of the intervention (with visuals) to your group/class.



ACTIVITY

MANIFESTO FOR A NO BORDERS POLITICS

(O15H PERSONAL - 5H GROUP

OBJECTIVE

To become familiar with no borders activism and literature and produce critical interventions.

STEP1

Conduct a brief survey of literature arguing in favour of a no borders politics and describing no
borders movements. Choose at least 3 (preferably 10) books and articles to read. You can choose
them from the resource list, or find them on your own (or a combination). For each source you

read, write a brief paragraph summarising the author’s central argument against borders.

STEP 2

Analyse your findings: what are the main (3-10) arguments against borders that you've encountered
inyour literature review? Make a list. Which do you find most convincing? What counter-arguments
can you imagine (not necessarily ones you agree with, but ones that proponents of borders might
raise)? Drawing on your own experiences and knowledge, can you think of an argument against

borders that's missing in the survey you conducted?

STEP3

Share your findings and analysis with a working group (of 3-5 people). Combine your lists of

arguments and discuss your analyses. Together, draft a Manifesto for a no borders politics.

STEP 4

Present your manifesto to the other people in your class/group. Discuss the ideas presented all

together. Discuss how you can take your manifesto beyond the classroom.



ACTIVITY

LIVED EXPERIENCES OF DETENTION

(O 15H PERSONAL

OBJECTIVE

To develop an understanding of how the lived experiences of border violence exceeds and contests

hegemonic representations.

STEP1

Closely read Behrouz Boochani's novel No Friend But The Mountains: Writing from Manus Prison.
Omar Tofighian, trans (Picador, 2018). A close reading involves marking up the text, keeping notes
alongside, asking yourself questions for reflection and comprehension. Discussing the book with

others may give you further insights.

STEP 2

Watch the film Chauka, Please Tell Us the Time (directed by Behrouz Boochani and Arash Kamali
Sarvestani, Australia: 2017, 90 minutes.

Trailer: https://vimeo.com/230860000
Watch the film closely, actively, as you would closely read a text (see step 1), keeping notes, recording
your reactions, questions, feelings, and thoughts. Discussing the film with others may give you

further insights.

STEP3

Research the conditions of detention in Manus Island and in other Australian offshore prisons by
turning to print media, scholarly research, interviews, lectures, etc. The resource list offers some

starting points.

STEP 4

Create a textual, visual, or auditory work that expresses how you perceive the experience of

detention as described in these two works.

STEP S

Share your work with others in your class/group. Discuss how these narratives on border violence

differ and contest hegemonic representations.
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