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A C T I V I T Y

REMAPPING TRANSIT
4 5 M I N

OBJECTIVE
To think critically about the politics of mobility and to shift our understanding of "roots" and "routes" 

as lines and flows but as desires, feelings and lived experiences.

STEP 1
Look at IOM and Frontex maps of migrant and refugee flows "in transit" to Europe.

https://migration.iom.int/europe https://frontex.europa.eu/along-eu-borders/migratory-map/

Answer the following questions:

– – What can you see on these maps?

– – What is missing from these maps?

– – What is the purpose of these maps?

– – Where are the people and where/what are the borders?

– – What are the keywords and first sentences that come to your mind in relation to movement 

after having observed these maps?

STEP 2
Reflect on your own experiences of movement across borders. Create a map of these 

movements.

STEP 3
In small groups of two to three, present each other maps and reflect on the similarities and 

differences.

STEP 4
Group discussion: Compare your own maps to the IOM and Frontex maps and elaborate on the 

idea/concept of "transit" as it is being represented in your maps in comparison to the official ones 

(IOM and Frontex maps).
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A C T I V I T Y

WHAT’S THE POWER OF YOUR PASSPORT?
2 H

OBJECTIVE
To think critically about the politics of mobility, to question our relation to the passport that we 

hold, to detach yourself from our passport.

STEP 1
Take a look at the following sources:

https://www.passportindex.org/byRank.php

In 2020, "[a] Japanese passport holder can access 165 more destinations than a holder of the 

world's weakest passport, that of Afghanistan, which offers visa-free/visa-on-arrival access to just 

26 destinations."

https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/henley-index-world-best-passport-2020/index.html 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic,  "the power of any world passport has faded, and with travel 

restrictions in place in most world countries, the power of some of these passports equals to not 

having a passport at all. All of a sudden, every world passport is ranked equally, almost worthless."

https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/and-now-suddenly-all-passports-are-ranked-equally/

STEP 2
– – What do you understand by "powerful passports"?

– – What  power your passport holds, during the pandemic, and before the pandemic?

– – How often are you asked to show your passport, where and by whom?

– – How, in your view, has the Covid-19 pandemic affected "powerful passports"? 

– – Do you agree with the idea that the Covid-19 pandemic has erased hierarchies between 

passports? Explain your answer.

– – Reflecting on the notion of ‘stuck in transit’, think about the role of ‘"powerful passports" in 

everyday life, besides the moment of border crossing and travel.

STEP 3
"I am my passport": Reflect on this statement. Do you agree or disagree? Share your perspective 

in a group discussion.differences.



4

RESOURCE LIST
Burmann M., & M. Valeyatheepillay (2017). “Asylum Recognition Rates in the Top 5 EU Countries.” 

ifo DICE Report 15. June . https://www.ifo.de/DocDL/dice-report-2017-2-burmann-valeyatheepillay-

june.pdf. 

Carastathis, A., Spathopoulou, A., & Tsilimpounidi, M. (2018). Crisis, what crisis? Immigrants, 

refugees, and invisible struggles. Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees/Refuge: revue canadienne 

sur les réfugiés, 34(1).

Collyer, M., Düvell, F., & De Haas, H. (2012). Critical approaches to transit migration. Population, 

Space and Place, 18(4), 407-414.

De Genova, Nicholas (2020) “On standby… at the borders of ‘Europe’.” ephemera: theory and politics 

in organisation. http://www.ephemerajournal.org/contribution/standby…-borders-‘europe’.

De León, Alejandra Diaz (2020): “Transient Communities”: How Central American Transit Migrants 

form Solidarity Without Trust. Journal of Borderlands Studies. DOI: 10.1080/08865655.2020.1824683 

Düvell, F. (2012). Transit migration: A blurred and politicised concept. Population, Space and place 

18(4): 415-427.

European Commission (2015) “Explanatory Note on the Hotspot Approach.” Statewatch. http://

www.statewatch.org/news/2015/jul/eu-com-hotsposts.pdf. 

European Commission (2020a) “Country responsible for asylum application (Dublin).” Migration 

and Home Affairs. https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum/examination-of-

applicants_en. 

European Commission (2020b) “Schegen Area.” Migration and Home Affairs. https://ec.europa.eu/

home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen_en.

European Council (2016) “EU-Turkey statement, 18 March 2016.” Council of the European Union. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/03/18/eu-turkey-statement/. 



5

Fontanari, E. (2015). Confined to the threshold: The experiences of asylum seekers in Germany. 

City, 19(5), 714-726.19

Kallio, K. P., Meier, I., & Häkli, J. (2020). Radical Hope in asylum seeking: political agency beyond 

linear temporality. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 1-17.

Kallius, Annastiina (2019) “Solidarity in Transit.” In Challenging the Political Across Borders: Migrants' 

and Solidarity Struggles, Tegiye Birey, Céline Cantat, Ewa Maczynska and Eda Sevinin, eds. Budapest: 

Center for Policy Studies, Central European University, 246-267.

Kirişçi, K. (2012). Turkey’s New Draft Law on Asylum: What to Make of It?. Turkey, migration and the 

EU: Potentials, challenges and opportunities, 5, 63-83.

Nayak, Suryia (2017) “Location as Method”. Qualitative Research Journal no. 3 (2017): 202-216.

Nye, C (2018) “The worst refugee camp on earth.” BBC News, August 28. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=8v-OHi3iGQI. 

Osseiran, Souad (2017) Migration, waiting and uncertainty at the borders of Europe: Syrian refugees 

in Istanbul. Doctoral thesis, Department of Anthropology, Goldsmiths, University of London.

Oelgemöller, C. (2011). ‘Transit’ and ‘suspension’: Migration management or the metamorphosis 

of asylum-seekers into ‘illegal’ immigrants. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 37(3), 407-424.

Oikonomakis L (2018) Solidarity in Transition: The Case of Greece. In della Porta D (ed) Solidarity 

Mobilizations in the ‘Refugee Crisis’ (pp pp 65-98). Cham: Springer International Publishing.

Papadopoulos, D., & Tsianos, V. S. (2013). After citizenship: autonomy of migration, organisational 

ontology and mobile commons. Citizenship studies, 17(2), 178-196.

Perruchoud R., and J. Redpath-Cross, eds. (2011) Glossary on Migration, 2nd edition. International 

Migration Law no. 25 International Organisation for Migration. https://www.west-info.eu/files/iom.

pdf.



6

Picozza, F. (2017). Dublin on the move. Mathias Fiedler, Fabian Georgi, Lee Hielscher, Philipp 

Ratfisch, 71.
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